ESCANDALO EN EL CICLISMO

Indurain:

"Hasta ahora creo en lainocencia de Armstrong"

El pentacampeOn navarro cree que es "un poco raro" que la sancién de la UCI se
base "solo en testimonios”

Martes, 23 de octubre del 2012 - 19:51h.

EL PERIODICO / Madrid

Miguel Indurdin, cinco veces vencedor del Tour de Francia, ha asegurado este martes
gue no cree que Lance Armstrong sea culpable "porque siempre ha cumplido todas las
normas". "Hasta ahora creo en su inocencia", ha declarado a Radio Marca.

Lance Armstrong y Miguel Indurain, en Lieja (Bélgica), en el 2004. AP

El pentacampedn también se ha mostrado "un poco extrafiado" de que el caso le haya
supuesto al exciclista tejano la pérdida de las siete rondas francesas que gané entre 1999
y el 2005. En su opinion, es "un poco raro" que el castigo de la Union Ciclista Internacional
(UCI) se base "solo en testimonios". "Las normas eran de una forma y ahora parece que
han cambiado”, ha afiadido.

Indurain ha subrayado que Armstrong "cumplio todas las normas que habia en su
momento y no tuvo ningun problema”. "Todos los juicios que ha tenido los ha ganado. En
lo deportivo, se han agarrado en los testimonios de compafieros para quitarle los Tours",
ha recalcado.

La actitud del estadounidense también ha sorprendido al navarro. "Siempre ha sido un
luchador y me extrafia que no siga luchando y més cuando se saltan normativas. Hay una
normativa que dice que solo se puede apelar ocho afos, y casi le quitan las carreras de
juveniles. Yo creo que volvera y apelara e intentard demostrar que trabajé bien durante
unos afios", ha concluido.
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Lance Armstrong is innocent of doping - Miguel Indurain

Five-time Tour de France winner Miguel Indurain believes
Lance Armstrong is not guilty of doping.

The International Cycling Union (UCI) has accepted the findings of the United States Anti-

Doping Agency's (Usada) investigation into doping and stripped Armstrong of his seven Tour

titles.

"Even now | believe in his innocence. He has always respected all the rules," Indurain told

Radio Marca in Spain.

"I'm a bit surprised. It's strange that this was only based on testimonies."

Indurain, who won his titles between 1991 and 1995, added: "I think he will come back and

appeal and try to show that he played fair for all those years."

The UCI's decision to annul Armstrong's results from 1 August 1998 once again makes Spanish
legend Indurain the joint record-holder in the Tour, alongside Belgium's Eddy Merckx and

Frenchmen Bernard Hinault and Jacques Anquetil.



He is not the only cyclist to have spoken out in support of Armstrong.

British cyclist Roger Hammond called the Texan a "fantastic” team-mate who "never, ever"

offered him performance-enhancing substances.

Fellow British cyclist Alex Dowsett, who rode for the US-based Trek-LiveStrong squad, called

Armstrong a "legend" for his battle back from cancer.

And Olympic gold medallist and USA cycling coach Jamie Staff told BBC South East Today:

"He's been kind of a scapegoat really.

"A lot of people have done it, probably everyone in his generation.

"He seems to be the one everyone is picking on, probably as he was the most successful."



